Interleukin 6 activity associated with a cardiac lymphoma.
Primary cardiac B-cell lymphoma is an extremely rare heart tumor that may be difficult to diagnose because of nonspecific clinical manifestations. Cardiac myxomas and mediastinal lymphomas show increased levels of serum cytokines, which correlate with symptoms and tumor size. We present a case of an intracardiac large B-cell lymphoma in a 75-year-old woman who had high serum levels of interleukin 6 that decreased after tumor excision. These data suggest a possible correlation between cardiac B lymphoma symptoms and interleukin 6 overproduction.